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AMENDMENT 

In response to the Office Action of March 27, 2000, Applicant hereby replies as 
follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS: ^^-^ 

Please c^n^l cI^mm 1, 2 and 4, without prejudice. 
Please amei(d claims 3, 5 through 13 to read as follows: 


(Amended) A surgical implant [according to claim 4] comprising: 
a bioabsorbable spherical member having an axial throughbore, said 
spherical member having an external spherical surface wherein said surface is, 
adjacent each end of said throughbore. recessed relative to the non-adjacent spherical 
surface, and wherein said recess comprises a rectangular surface S5rmmetrically 
situated about said throughbore, said rectangular surface smoothly blending at two 
opposing ends into said spherical surface and at the other two opposing ends into a 
surface extend ing betweensaid rectangular surface and said spherical surface. — 


(Amended) A surgical implant according to claim [1] ^ wherein said 
throughbore has a first predetermined diameter at one end thereof and a second 


